The IT Student Committee hosted its 4th panel discussion, "Frying Pan or Fire: To Postdoc or Not" on Wednesday, Sept 27 at the Allerton Conference.

We had five panelists, all current or former postdocs: Atilla Eryilmaz (1st year MIT postdoc), Desmond Lun (1st year UIUC postdoc), Yingbin Liang (2nd year Princeton postdoc), Todd Coleman (UIUC professor, former postdoc at MIT), and Tsachy Weissman (Stanford professor, former Stanford/HP Labs postdoc). The panel was moderated by Ivana Maric. 

Unanimously, the panelists viewed their postdoc experience as a rewarding period of uninterrupted, independent research, with the flexibility to explore totally new research areas, as some of our panelists did. It was pointed out, though, that the benefits of a postdoc position are less obvious for students interested in industry jobs, as postdoc years may be viewed as unnecessary by an employer. 

About 40-50 students attended the panel, there were many questions and too little time. Our thanks to students Amin Mobasher, Haim Permuter, Ruoheng Liu, Masoud Ebrahimi and Anand Sarwate for taking the photos and organizing the room for the panel. The panel recording and the photos will be posted on the IT Student Committee website.
